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1. A-Horizon or Topsoil

It is the uppermost layer of soil and is usually
dark in colour because of the presence of minerals
and humus in it. It provides the nutrients in plants
since the roots of most plants are confined to this
layer. Humus is the dark brown coloured layer
which consists of dead, rotting remains of plants
and animals.

Humus helps in making the topsoil porous. This
layer is generally soft and retains more water in it.
This layer provides shelter for many living
organisms like earthworm, rodents, moles and
beetles.
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